
Footprints for Freedom: 

Preserving Democracy through 

Education and Remembrance
Students, Educators and Artists – United against Oblivion for Democracy



Establishing the Students Against Oblivion for Democracy Initiative

SGVFD: Schüler Gegen Vergessen Für Demokratie

Student-empowering 

Initiative

Motivated by personal 

encounters with witnesses 

and a desire to contribute to 

education, remembrance 

and against all kinds of 

discrimination

Teachers Crucial Role

Margit Sachse's leadership in 

driving the project forward 

through history teaching and 

activism. Cooperation with 

many committed colleagues, 

students and artists in 

France, Germany and Greece

Honored with one of the 

Obermayer Awards in 2024 

at the Red Town Hall in 

Berlin.

Widen the Circle-Community

Obermayer Foundation

Study Trips and 

Youth Encounters

Study trips with advanced 

history classes to Auschwitz, 

Rome and Athens. 

Exchange with experts: 

media production and public 

speaking.

Together with allied 

colleagues in France, 

Germany and Greece we co-

organized youth encounters 

in Gurs, Darmstadt, 

Frankfurt, Athens and Berlin 

(Show & Tell).

Focused on Jewish life and on Nazi 

crimes in Europe. Open to add further 

important topics to foster democratic 

values and civic education

United against Oblivion
for Democracy in Europe

Necessity of international networking to 

strengthen the impact and visualisation of 

the participative initative.

Authentical places, Dialogical and 

Multiperspective Learning. Critical thinking.

Footprints 4 Freedom



Open

Urgency to Act

1 Digitization Initiative

• Urgency of preserving contemporary witness stories.

• Created "Footprints for Freedom" platform, app-development, WebApp.

• Collaboration with Niklas Huthmann, Ikira Schielke and Technical University Darmstadt.

2 Objectives of the Platform

• Find allies across Europe.

• Shed light on local Jewish life.

• Make importance visible at regional and European levels.

3 Expanding the Network

• Exchange between France, Germany, Italy and Greece. Open to share your contents.

• Step towards European remembrance and addressing transnational and multilingual  challenges.



Biographical Research: Liese Juda's Story 

(*24 July 1921 in Darmstadt – 11 Sept. 1942 in 

Auschwitz-II-Birkenau, Convoi30 Drancy/Paris)
1 Comprehensive Investigation

Extensive network building to uncover the fate of a Darmstadt schoolgirl murdered in 

Auschwitz.

2 Leveraging Digital Tools

Integrating virtual synagogue reconstructions and VR/AR applications into lessons and public 

events.

3

Study Trips and conferences: Show and Tell (results and discussion)

Commemoration in Darmstadt: 

#WeRemember

#Say their names.

Liberer la parole: Notre histoire. 

Speak up against any discrimination and hate. 

Everybody has the right to tell

his or her family´s story.        

Footprints 4 Freedom

How do you want to remember?

Remembering 9 / 11  in Darmstadt

11 september 1942

11 september 1944

11 september 2001



Cultural Heritage and Open Memory Days: Preserving the Liberal Synagogue 

Memorial Site in a sustainable way and establishing a “telescope into the past” 

to visualize the virtual reconstruction of the Art Deco Synagogue in Darmstadt

Guided Tours

Introducing the site to students 

during commemoration days.

Collective Reaction

Emphasizing the significance 

and relevance of the site.

Digital Preservation

Planning a 360-degree video to 

create a virtual tour. Offering a 

permanent telescope into the 

past to remember every day  

the beauty of jewish heritage 

Footprints 4 Freedom 



Unlocking the Power of Collective Action

Collaboration with foundations and filmmakers

Preserving History

Illuminating the past to inspire 

the present.

Defending Democracy

Upholding democratic values at 

national and international levels.

Promoting Human Rights

Fostering a more enlightened 

future for all.

2019: SGVFD: Award ceremony at the Active Citizen Foundation in Berlin

2021: German – French youth ambassadors-meeting in Stuttgart: 

Les mémoires du Camp de Gurs en Allemagne (Pierre Vidal)



Fostering European and 

International Collaboration

Networking Across Borders

Connecting with allies committed to similar projects.

Sharing Local Histories

Shedding light on the importance of Jewish life in each region.

Building a European Movement

Promoting long-term growth and visibility of these initiatives.



We proudly present our Videoproduction 2022 for Footprints4Freedom 

(Under the direction of Anatoli Skatchkov and Margit Sachse in Hesse

and Jörg-Henning Rössig and Michael Rüdel in Baden-Württemberg): 

Students, Educators and Artists: United Against Oblivion For Democracy. 

We appreciate very much the support of all our allies, friends and supporters. MERCI!

https://youtu.be/wi1_wCvYips?si=eFKPvMvU0HqWD6ot with credits to all participants and supporters. Undertitles in 3 languages

Footprints 4 Freedoms



Inspiring Future Generations

Preserving History Defending Democracy Promoting Human 

Rights

Passing on the stories 

and lessons of the past

Equipping youth to be 

engaged citizens

Fostering a more 

inclusive and just 

society



Convoi77-Cooperation: Biographical research and 

media production about the “hidden figure“ and 

holocaust survivor Fanny Azenstarck

Cooperation with Illustrator Ka Schmitz, Darmstadt

Cooperat

Cooperation with german-french illustrator Sebastian Belz, Lyon

April 2024: 80 years

of Remembrance of

the assassination of

the children of Izieu

with Holocaust 

survivor Jean Lévy, 

born in 1933 (enfant

caché, hidden child) 

Students, Educators, Artists – United against Oblivion for Democracy Footprints 4 Freedom



German- french cooperation with the ambassadors of the remembrance of the Camp de Gurs and “Mémoires Musicales Sans Frontière“



MUSIK 
ProdukƟon einer CD 

Tonaufnahme der KomposiƟonen aus Gurs, um die Werke und Musiker 
vor dem Vergessen zu bewahren. 
 

Gesprächskonzerte zum Thema Kunst in Gurs / Kunst in den Lagern:  
• « Der Glaube an das Schöne hinter Stacheldraht : Musik in Gurs » 

• « Melodien der Shoah : von Gurs bis Auschwitz » 

• « Lieder vom Spanischen Bürgerkrieg zum Holocaust : eine eu-
ropäische Geschichte » 

• « FrauensƟmmen in den Lagern » 

  
Interpreten: 
Ein Musikerkollegium von Künstlern aus Deutschland, Frankreich, Spanien 
und dem Baskenland 

 

Teilnahme bei FesƟvals :  
• "Chemins de mémoire"  2022 ,2023  
• "Les idées mènent le monde" Pau Nov. 2021 und 2022 

• "Les échappées musicales du camp de Gurs" 2018, 2019, 2022 

 

Einladung zu Gedenkfeiern  
• Französische BotschaŌ in Berlin Eröīnung der Ausstellung « Gurs 

1940 » Haus der Wannseekonferenz  April 2020 

• CIVS Berlin-  Französische BotschaŌ 2021, 2022 

• Eröīnung der Ausstellung "80 Jahre Luxemburg-Abkommen" Deut-
scher Bundestag Berlin September 2022 

• Ausstellung « Gurs 1940 » in Sciences-Po Bordeaux Oktober 2022 

• Synagoge Freiburg 2021, 2022 

 

GedenkstäƩe :  
• « Blaues Haus Breisach»  November 2021 

• Erinnerungsort liberale  Synagoge, Darmstadt 2021 

• Exilarchiv DNB Frankfurt September 2022 

• NS-DokumentaƟonszentrum München Juni 2022 

• « GedenkstäƩe Hotel Silber » StuƩgart Juni 2023 

• Mémorial de la Shoah Paris  Juli 2023 

 

Bei deutsch-französischen Jugendaustauschen 

WEBAPP 
www.visitgurs.eu       

 

 

 

«Der Glaube an das Schöne hinter Stacheldraht» (Juni 2023) 

Digitales Tool zur BesichƟgung des Lagers durch den roten Faden der Kunst. Texte, 
Bilder, Musik , die von internierten Menschen in Gurs geschaīen wurde, in drei 
sprachen: dt, fr, span. 

Erster Grundstein der virtuellen BesichƟgung der zukünŌigen GedenkstäƩe Gurs 
(Eröīnung 2026). 

DOKUMENTARFILME 
« Mémoires de Gurs en Allemagne » 2021, Regisseur Pierre Vidal 
DokumentarĮlm über eine deutsch-französische Schülerbegegnung zum 
Thema Erinnerungskultur.. Blick der heuƟgen Jugend auf die Geschichte 
der Shoah u. insbesondere des Lagers Gurs. 

FORSCHUNG 
• Doktorarbeit « Musik im Lager Gurs : 1939-1944 » Mélina Burlaud -Universität 

Pau (UPPA- France) & Oldenburg (D) 
• Mitglied des wissenschaŌlichen Gremiums zum Auĩau der neuen 

GedenkstäƩe in Gurs 

• VermiƩlung der Forschungsarbeit an Jugendliche : Zusammenarbeit mit den 
« BotschaŌern der Erinnerung » Lycée Supervielle Oloron, 2ter Preis an der 
Universität Pau 

• Verleihung von SƟpendien für die Forschungsarbeit von Mélina Burlaud vom : 
DAAD, CIERA, FondaƟon « Auschwitz », aktuelle SƟpendiaƟn des IFRA-SHS 
Frankfurt-am-Main 

• OrganisaƟon einer internaƟonalen Tagung zum Thema « Kunst in den La-
gern » 2025 IFRA-SHS Frankfurt 

PARTNER 
• Verein « Mémoires musicales sans fronƟère MMSF »-Pau 

• Amicale du camp de Gurs-Pau 

• Terre de mémoires et de luƩe- Oloron 

• Deutsch-französische Kutur e. V. StuƩgart 

• Château d’Orion  
• Mémorial de la Shoah- Paris 

• FondaƟon pour la mémoire de la Shoah- Paris 

• CIVS- Ambassade de France- Berlin 

• Spanische BotschaŌ-Paris 

• Region Nouvelle-Aquitaine 

• Pays de Béarn 

• Lichtenberg Schule Darmstadt (Margit Sachse) 
• Universität Pau Pays de l’Adour 

• Land Baden-WürƩemberg 

• Stadt Karlsruhe 

• IFRA-SHS Frankfurt 

• DFJW-OFAJ 

• Deutsch-französischer Bürgerfond 

VERMITTLUNG 
Jugendaustausche im deutsch-französischen Bereich (seit 2020) und auf 
europäischer Ebene (2024). 

Das Projekt « Kunst in Gurs » ist Teil der Schüleraustausche zum Thema 
Enrinnerungskultur 

Zusammenarbeit mit :  

In Deutschland 

• Lichtenberg-Gymnasium in Darmstadt in Zusammenarbeit mit Margit 
Sachse (Geschichtslehrerin, Obermayer  Awardee 2024) 2021, 2022, 
2023 

• Sophie-Scholl-Gymnasium in Berlin  2021 

• Feuerbach-Gymnasium in StuƩgart 2022 

• Kepler-Gymnasium in Tübingen 2022 

• Walter-Eucken-Gymnasium in Freiburg 2022 

 

In Frankreich  
• Lycée Louis Barthou Pau (Abibac-Klassen und "Ambassadeurs du 

Camp de Gurs-BotschaŌer der Erinnerung" 2022) 
• Lycée Supervielle d'Oloron (« Eclaireurs du camp de Gurs » 

BotschaŌer und AuŅlärer der Erinnerung) 2021, 2022,2023 

Mélina Burlaud   
www.melinaburlaud.eu 



Jewish Traces and Jewish Life in Darmstadt… Germany, Poland, France, Greece – all over in Europe. United against oblivion – for democracy.





CULTURE OF REMEMBRANCE   
Greek Occupation _ Greek Holocaust _ Martyred villages

Nar
rativ

e

Ηist
ory

Memo
ry

The current generation of young
people is now 80 years away from
the events of the Second World 
War.
There is no longer any oral tradition
from people who experienced it.
So a new narrative has to be
created for this generation.

German occupation in Greece 1941-44

Some figures: 

• between 300,000 and 770,000 civilians 

were killed between

• 20,000 and 35,000 soldiers

• Property damage that led to the 

absolute financial collapse of Greece

German Occupation in Greece 1941-44



Reasons to work on this subjects:

The Second World War is a taboo subject in Greece. Until now, many

people have found it painful to talk about the occupation. The Second

World War is directly linked to the occupation in the minds of the 

Greeks.

The civil war that followed in Greece in December 1944 prevented an

"anti-fascist culture" from developing, unlike in other countries.

It was only in the 1980s that this period was taught at university for the 

first time, thanks to the German professor Hagen Fleischer

The generation that lived through the Second World War, today's great-

grandfathers and mothers, are no longer alive and the oral tradition is

being lost

In school, there is never enough time to deal with the Second World 

War, as the Greek Revolution of 1821 takes up a lot of lessons. 

CULTURE OF REMEMBRANCE   
Greek Occupation _ Greek Holocaust _ Martyred villages

Procedure

• Presentation of the time frame of the Second World War and 

the rise of Hitler

• Presentation of the documentary film "The Balcony"

• Assignment of various topics that interested the students

themselves (Antisemitism, martyr villages, Holocaust, Renato

Mordo)

• Video production (on Renato Mordo's life)

• Visit by a representative of the association "Respect for 

Greece" and its work in a martyrs' village

• Visit by a German eyewitness (at the grammar school) 

• Exchange programms with pupils from Germany with the 

financial support of the Greek-German Youth Office



So:

Ø in October 2022 we first met in Athens, Greece with 

Margit Sachse and discovered our both interest on this 

subjects and dedication to our students

CULTURE OF REMEMBRANCE   
Greek Occupation _ Greek Holocaust _ Martyred villages

Ø in February 2023 we met again in Darmstadt, Germany with our 

students being on the footsteps of Artists during the time of the 

Holocaust (as the film about Renato Mordos life, who passed 

through Germany and Greece)

Ø in September 2023 I started a working group at the 1st

Experimental Senior High School “Gennadios” Athens where we 

are still working on closing the “white spots” in Greece about 

Jewish communities and the martyred villages with the target 

to make “things visible” for everybody 

Ø The highlight in this working group is working on two biographies of Convoi 77 (the 

last train with Jews from Drancy to Auschwitz-Birkenau 31.7.1944). Through the 

transnational cooperation the teaching of the holocaust is working in another way. 

Biographical and emotional approaches are the methodology within dialogue with 

the families of the persecuted jews. 

Behar Yeruchalmi

from Rhodos



Let’s go Erasmus!


